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1. .met meny of the local French business community in Saigon, both in a

business way and socially, and discussed prospects in Indochina with

them. The large business houses, &b for exsmple Denis Freres, have

no intention of pulling out of the country. They believe that they will
pe able to cperate guccessfully even under a purely Vietnamese government.
This view is not ghared by small French businessmen. The latter are
mainly occupied in trying to get their money out of the country. Small
pugsiness firms are congtantly changing hands from one French colonial to
another, each hoplng to improve his financial position gufficiently to
get out. The averege French colonial is definitely defeatist in his

outlock.

o, A fair amount of puilding is in progress in Saigon but the owners are
attempting to smortize their investments within & two year period. This
maekes rentals extremely high and some non-French firms such ag Socony-

Vacuum asnd Shell 0il are pubting up their own buildings rather than pay
the exorbitant rente.
25X1X
3. .me‘c, s fair number of Vietnamese in & pusiness way and found them 25X1X
genuinely pro-Us and anxious to do business with the US. . did not
discuss local politice with the Vietnamese. ,
25X1X

b, !hmet few Chinese. From French and Vietnem sources . was told that the
inege, who operate all the big gawbling establishments, pay protection
money to the Vietminh to prevent raids on thelr establishwents.

jther French nor Vietnamese regarded the Chinese #8 pro~Communist,

her as neutralists ready to accept any governument.

25X1

This pnevaluated information for B8 Officials
iy S FUR Only is supplint {%Q*ggnuesséhm interest of
SECURITY INFOTALON your analyaisedt 028 ot warrant dissewi-

griun®
‘1,\%%«;\“‘ otion by B teport.

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP83-00423R000600650003-1

"
'




T .ﬁ.; 25X1A2¢g p
- Sanitized - Approved For ReMMARE i '

5. Police persgonnel in Saigon are Vietnsmese, except for a few top French
officers. French residents treat the Vietnamese traffic police with
utter contempt, and even Vietnamese residents do not appear to have much
respect for them, There are two Surete offices, one French and one
Vietnamese and passport visas must be obtained from both. The usual
practice is to go first to the French Surete. M did not hear of any

" case in which the Vietnamese Surete refused a visa after the French
25X1X  surete had granted one, and[] wvould not care to speculate on what would
happen if the Vietnamese Surete granted a visa after the French refused one.
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25X1X 6. .heard various opinions on the Caodaliist movement. One French rumor
attributed a recent bowb outrage to the Caodaiists. On the other hand
many foreigners visit the Caodaiist temple some 20 odd miles from
Saigon and are well received. The average French resident regards the
Caodaiists with suspicion.,
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